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TOTAL CRP ENROLLMENT REDUCED 7 PERCENT UNDER NEW REQUIREMENTS

WASHINGTON, April 23, 1998 -- Total acreage enrolled in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) was
reduced approximately 7 percent from the beginning of 1997 to 1998, Farm
Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Keith Kelly announced today.  

The new figures reflect the Department’s more selective enrollment of
land into the program.  “We think this reduction illustrates how we’re making
more efficient use of the taxpayer’s dollar,” Kelly said.  FSA administers
CRP, the Nation’s largest single environmental improvement program. 

The changes occurred under a new emphasis on environmental benefits
announced in December 1994, and confirmed under the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996.  Enrollment criteria under the New CRP,
beginning with the 13  sign-up, have stressed benefits to wildlife, tree-th

planting, water and air quality, and other important environmental factors. 
The criteria have been refined under each successive sign-up to improve the
environmental benefit per dollar.

USDA released interim estimates showing the changes in CRP acreage
levels between the 1997 and 1998 crop years and between the original
36.4-million-acre (sign-ups 1-12) levels and post-sign-up 16 enrollment
levels.

(more)
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The new data include updated sign-up 14 and 15 acreage totals (Table 1),
and State-level detail of the CRP acreage in effect for the 1998 crop year
compared with the acreage in effect for the 1997 crop year (Table 2).  The
data further reflect acreage changes as a result of contracts that expired on
9/30/97 and the acreage enrolled under the 14th (continuous) sign-up, 15th,
and 16th sign-up provisions with contracts that started during FY 1998.  These
data provide an assessment of current CRP acreage levels and of the additional
acreage available for cropping and other uses during the 1998 production year.

Also provided are State-level CRP acreage changes that have occurred
since the original 36.4 million acres were enrolled (Table 3).  These data
show the net State-by-State impacts of recent CRP activities, including early
contract terminations, normal contract expirations, and enrollments from Sign-
up 13 through sign-up 16. 

The recent CRP acreage changes are summarized in the following table:

                                                                  Mil. Ac.
1997 Compared with 1998
  CRP acreage in effect for 1997 crop year   32.82
  CRP acreage in contracts that expired 9/30/97 -21.31
  CRP acreage in new contracts that began during FY 1998 +18.95
  CRP acreage in effect for 1998 crop year (as of January 1998)  30.46
  Change from 1997 crop year (FY 1997)  -2.36

Orig 36.4 (Sign-ups 1-12) Compared with 1998  30.46
  CRP acreage in contracts that will expire 9/30/98  -4.81
  CRP acreage in new contracts that start 10/1/98  +4.26
  Post-sign-up 16 CRP acreage  29.91
  Original CRP acreage, Sign-ups 1-12  36.42
  Change between original CRP acreage and post-sign-up 16 acreage  -6.51

(more)

NOTE: Farm Service Agency (FSA) news releases and media advisories are
available on the World Wide Web at FSA’s Home Page: http://www.fsa.usda.gov
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TABLE 1. UPDATED CRP Sign-up 14 AND 15 ACREAGE TOTALS (1)

                       Sign-up 14 CONTRACTS                  Sign-up 15 CONTRACTS    
                    STARTING    STARTING                 STARTING   
STARTING        
STATE           10/1/97      10/1/98    TOTAL        10/1/98      10/1/99      TOTAL
              
...............................(Acres)................................
ALABAMA               8         455        463        255,381       1,260    
256,641
ALASKA                0           0          0         25,257           0     
25,257
ARIZONA               0           0          0             33           0         
33
ARKANSAS             28         994      1,022         73,042         155     
73,197
CALIFORNIA            0           0          0        102,627         772    
103,399
COLORADO              3         856        859      1,367,941      31,841  
1,399,782
CONNECTICUT           0          30         30            167           0        
167
DELAWARE              8         386        394            513           0        
513
FLORIDA               0          59         59         54,855         708     
55,563
GEORGIA              11         445        456        121,539       1,205    
122,745
IDAHO               484          60        544        542,641       4,688    
547,329
ILLINOIS         21,409      30,393     51,802        175,732       1,787    
177,519
INDIANA           5,312       5,348     10,661         74,263         258     
74,521
IOWA             18,826      31,224     50,050        513,862       4,484    
518,346
KANSAS              445       8,648      9,092      1,633,658      16,367  
1,650,025
KENTUCKY             69       2,282      2,351        140,818         698    
141,517
LOUISIANA             5       1,506      1,511         73,997       1,413     
75,410
MAINE                14          10         24         16,485         118     
16,603
MARYLAND            152       1,968      2,120          4,490         183      
4,673
MASSACHUSETTS         5           0          5              0           0          
0
MICHIGAN          1,030       1,071      2,101         47,944         253     
48,197
MINNESOTA        14,678      32,187     46,865        418,465       5,953    
424,419
MISSISSIPPI         243       1,738      1,981        449,953       2,059    
452,011
MISSOURI          1,074       6,149      7,223        775,559       6,376    
781,935
MONTANA          13,750     123,358    137,108      1,575,611      67,789  
1,643,400
NEBRASKA          1,117       2,636      3,753        573,181      11,372    
584,553
NEW HAMPSHIRE       146           5        151              0           0          
0
NEW JERSEY            3          40         43          1,436           0      
1,436
NEW MEXICO            0           0          0        532,989      22,049    



555,038
NEW YORK             89         215        304         27,248         404     
27,652
NORTH CAROLINA       19          35         54         44,139           0     
44,139
NORTH DAKOTA      3,355      54,391     57,746      1,907,188      52,391  
1,959,579
OHIO              3,913       5,699      9,612         82,179       1,405     
83,584
OKLAHOMA            668       6,970      7,638        640,433      16,845    
657,279
OREGON               60         153        213        299,673       2,776    
302,449
PENNSYLVANIA         51          19         70         34,128         289     
34,417
PUERTO RICO           0           0          0            167           0        
167
SOUTH CAROLINA      204       2,618      2,822        121,781         688    
122,469
SOUTH DAKOTA     13,395      74,354     87,750        761,092      41,648    
802,740
TENNESSEE            16       1,191      1,206        134,520          42    
134,562
TEXAS                 0       5,028      5,028      2,076,763      36,698  
2,113,462
UTAH                  0           0          0        143,306       1,418    
144,724
VERMONT              45          18         63            131           0        
131
VIRGINIA             18         191        209         25,042          83     
25,126
WASHINGTON          157      29,667     29,824        215,429       9,011    
224,439
WEST VIRGINIA         7          11         18            415           0        
415
WISCONSIN           295       2,375      2,669        209,760       4,295    
214,055
WYOMING               0           0          0        198,087       4,566    
202,652
U.S.            101,110     434,784    535,894     16,473,922     354,347 
16,828,269
 

__________
(1) As of December 1997.
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TABLE 2. CHANGE IN CRP CONTRACT ACREAGE FROM CROP YEAR 1997 TO CROP YEAR 1998

                        (A)           (B)          (C)           (D)             
                                    CONTRACT        NEW                       
CHANGE 
                    CRP ACREAGE   ACREAGE THAT   CONTRACTS    CRP ACREAGE     FROM
1997
                     IN EFFECT      EXPIRED     STARTING IN    IN EFFECT      CROP
YEAR
 STATE               1/1/97 (1)    9/30/97     10/1/98 (2)      1/1/98 (3)    (D-A)
                  .........................(Acres).................................. 
           
 ALABAMA              522,177       372,934       286,278       435,521      
-86,656
 ALASKA                24,672        23,614        25,281        26,339        
1,667
 ARIZONA                   33            33            33            33            
0
 ARKANSAS             230,356       125,451        77,581       182,486      
-47,870
 CALIFORNIA           172,955       142,473       107,680       138,162      
-34,793
 COLORADO           1,889,936     1,553,954     1,488,203     1,824,185      
-65,751
 CONNECTICUT                0             0           197           197          
197
 DELAWARE                 774           174           900         1,500          
726
 FLORIDA              119,937        75,255        55,499       100,182      
-19,756
 GEORGIA              595,203       370,471       130,204       354,935     
-240,268
 IDAHO                784,647       575,785       557,049       765,911      
-18,736
 ILLINOIS             746,940       296,882       252,460       702,518      
-44,422
 INDIANA              383,204       143,813        92,089       331,480      
-51,724
 IOWA               1,757,698       976,608       708,835     1,489,926     
-267,772
 KANSAS             2,849,037     1,940,025     1,717,647     2,626,660     
-222,377
 KENTUCKY             332,232       242,523       169,557       259,266      
-72,966
 LOUISIANA            140,392        68,056        78,577       150,913       
10,520
 MAINE                 29,714        21,389        17,326        25,651       
-4,063
 MARYLAND              19,229         5,003         6,659        20,885        
1,656
 MASSACHUSETTS             59             0             0            59            
0
 MICHIGAN             322,326       100,219        67,065       289,172      
-33,154
 MINNESOTA          1,558,319     1,153,705       680,717     1,085,331     
-472,987
 MISSISSIPPI          797,755       477,290       466,184       786,648      
-11,107
 MISSOURI           1,607,587     1,108,074       863,534     1,363,046     
-244,541
 MONTANA            2,734,439     1,697,038     1,804,238     2,841,639      
107,200
 NEBRASKA           1,245,809       832,123       643,025     1,056,711     
-189,098
 NEVADA                 2,353         1,302           393         1,444         
-910
 NEW HAMPSHIRE            156             0             5           161            
5
 NEW JERSEY               520           166         1,477         1,831        
1,311
 NEW MEXICO           467,179       441,952       534,492       559,719       
92,540
 NEW YORK              53,824        31,175        30,098        52,748       



-1,077
 NORTH CAROLINA       131,239        84,885        50,878        97,232      
-34,007
 NORTH DAKOTA       2,805,042     1,459,039     1,992,451     3,338,454      
533,412
 OHIO                 327,207       100,808        92,969       319,368       
-7,839
 OKLAHOMA           1,137,721       835,059       683,639       986,301     
-151,420
 OREGON               482,738       437,689       331,017       376,066     
-106,672
 PENNSYLVANIA          90,358        47,257        36,381        79,483      
-10,875
 PUERTO RICO              366           169           167           364           
-2
 SOUTH CAROLINA       262,724       178,990       129,052       212,785      
-49,939
 SOUTH DAKOTA       1,699,128       783,621       854,361     1,769,868       
70,740
 TENNESSEE            374,743       254,309       151,408       271,841     
-102,902
 TEXAS              3,904,955     2,794,319     2,527,654     3,638,290     
-266,665
 UTAH                 216,401       200,502       171,220       187,118      
-29,283
 VERMONT                  159           108           149           200           
41
 VIRGINIA              70,265        42,830        27,191        54,625      
-15,639
 WASHINGTON         1,016,976       783,894       573,183       806,266     
-210,710
 WEST VIRGINIA            439           310           427           557          
117
 WISCONSIN            662,171       323,682       261,097       599,586      
-62,585
 WYOMING              246,909       200,131       203,094       249,871        
2,963
 U.S.              32,819,003    21,305,089    18,949,621    30,463,534   
-2,355,471

 __________
(1) CRP acreage at end of FY 1997 (9/30/97).
(2) Includes Sign-up 14 (continuous sign-up) acreage and Sign-up 15 acreage as of
December 1997, and Sign-up 16 acreage initially approved for start during FY 1998.
(3) D=A-B+C  (Final 1998 crop year CRP acreage will change due to sign-up 15 and 16
adjustments, continuous sign-up, and Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
enrollments that will occur between January 1998 and September 1998.)
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TABLE 3.COMPARISON OF POST-Sign-up 16 CRP ACREAGE WITH ORIGINAL 36 MILLION ACRES
(Sign-upS 1-12)                  
                       (A)          (B)          (C)          (D)          (E)       
     
                                                 NEW                     ORIGINAL    
                                CRP ACREAGE   CONTRACTS     CONTRACTS    POST-      
CRP ACREAGE    
                   IN EFFECT      EXPIRING     STARTING    Sign-up 16    (Sign-upS   
CHANGE 
STATE               1/1/98 (1)   9/30/98     10/1/98 (2)   ACREAGE (3)     1-12)     
(D-E)                          
..................................(Acres)................................
ALABAMA             435,521       69,044       52,322       418,799      573,190   
-154,392
ALASKA               26,339          212            0        26,127       25,348     



   779
ARIZONA                  33            0            0            33            0     
    33
ARKANSAS            182,486       42,268        8,742       148,960      260,006   
-111,046
CALIFORNIA          138,162       16,710       10,934       132,386      187,499    
-55,113
COLORADO          1,824,185      150,028      276,516     1,950,672    1,978,390    
-27,718
CONNECTICUT             197            0           72           269           10     
   259
DELAWARE              1,500          400          404         1,505          995     
   509
FLORIDA             100,182       19,731        6,831        87,281      134,860    
-47,579
GEORGIA             354,935      119,991       20,128       255,072      706,459   
-451,387
HAWAII                    0            0            0             0           85     
   -85
IDAHO               765,911       76,589       54,177       743,498      877,059   
-133,561
ILLINOIS            702,518      131,999       89,444       659,963      811,926   
-151,963
INDIANA             331,480       83,781       34,309       282,007      462,649   
-180,642
IOWA              1,489,926      263,782      182,653     1,408,797    2,224,818   
-816,021
KANSAS            2,626,660      409,289      311,999     2,529,370    2,937,863   
-408,493
KENTUCKY            259,266       32,358       23,873       250,780      451,317   
-200,537
LOUISIANA           150,913       26,570       28,836       153,178      146,571     
 6,607
MAINE                25,651        5,732        3,726        23,645       38,490    
-14,845
MARYLAND             20,885        4,618        2,091        18,358       20,392     
-2,033
MASSACHUSETTS            59            7           15            67           32     
    35
MICHIGAN            289,172       42,739       32,675       279,108      332,853    
-53,746
MINNESOTA         1,085,331      177,741      231,724     1,139,314    1,928,932   
-789,617
MISSISSIPPI         786,648       99,117       77,380       764,911      841,826    
-76,915
MISSOURI          1,363,046      144,162      104,143     1,323,027    1,726,835   
-403,808
MONTANA           2,841,639      494,872      704,180     3,050,947    2,854,307    
196,640
NEBRASKA          1,056,711      175,297      123,100     1,004,514    1,425,407   
-420,893
NEVADA                1,444          205          151         1,390        3,124     
-1,734
NEW HAMPSHIRE           161            0            0           161            0     
   161
NEW JERSEY            1,831          102          951         2,680          723     
 1,957
NEW MEXICO          559,719       14,193       31,053       576,579      483,181     
93,397
NEW YORK             52,748        7,391        9,091        54,447       64,498    
-10,050
NORTH CAROLINA       97,232       20,148        6,845        83,929      151,008    
-67,079
NORTH DAKOTA      3,338,454      690,140      573,348     3,221,662    3,180,569     
41,093
OHIO                319,368       51,596       30,381       298,153      377,089    
-78,936
OKLAHOMA            986,301      138,899      117,392       964,793    1,192,504   
-227,711
OREGON              376,066       21,455       32,039       386,649      530,766   
-144,117
PENNSYLVANIA         79,483       18,616       12,939        73,806      101,078    
-27,272
PUERTO RICO             364           60          363           667          455     
   212



SOUTH CAROLINA      212,785       45,775       20,034       187,044      278,071    
-91,027
SOUTH DAKOTA      1,769,868      405,276      178,064     1,542,656    2,120,255   
-577,599
TENNESSEE           271,841       49,695       15,987       238,132      475,605   
-237,472
TEXAS             3,638,290      547,205      538,066     3,629,151    4,150,485   
-521,333
UTAH                187,118       11,958       13,825       188,985      233,978    
-44,993
VERMONT                 200            0            0           200          193     
     7
VIRGINIA             54,625       14,221        6,284        46,689       79,556    
-32,867
WASHINGTON          806,266       70,071      165,394       901,588    1,047,029   
-145,440
WEST VIRGINIA           557           65          120           612          618     
    -6
WISCONSIN           599,586       93,825       93,724       599,486      746,586   
-147,100
WYOMING             249,871       21,159       29,760       258,473      257,280     
 1,193
U.S.             30,463,534    4,809,092    4,256,085    29,910,520   36,422,770 
-6,512,248

__________
(1) Final 1998 crop year CRP acreage will change due to sign-up 15 and 16
adjustments, continuous sign-up, and Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
enrollments that will occur between January 1998 and September 1998.
(2) Includes sign-up 15 acreage contracted as of December 1997 and initially
approved sign-up 16 acreage.
(3) D=A-B+C  (CRP enrollments through sign-up 16 and continuous sign-up through
December 1997.)

#


